
Is this the 
patient’s first 
DXA scan?

YES

Is there:
• A recent fragility 

fracture
• High fracture risk 

or risk factors for 
fracture

• New vertebral 
fracture

• New hip fracture
• High dose 

glucocorticoid use

Is this a patient with 
a NEW fragility 

fracture?

N

Y

NO

Y

N

N

Is this an urgent 
treatment decision?

Has there been a 
significant clinical 
change since the 

baseline scan? E.g.
• New fracture on 

treatment
• New vertebral 

fracture
• New hip fracture
• New 

glucocorticoids in 
existing high risk

N

Priority 1

Priority 2

Priority 1: to be booked in first 
instance

Priority 2: to be booked following 
those identified as priority 1

High fracture risk or fragility fracture Baseline scans for AI, GnRH, liver 
disease, coeliac

High dose glucocorticoids Surveillance scans in liver disease

Vertebral or hip fracture Scans in those being treated for 
osteoporosis

New fracture on treatment Research scans

Urgent treatment decision

DXA scan referral prioritisation tool
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