
 

 

 

 

 

 

State of the Nation report: Vertebral fracture 

identification in 2021 

 

Better bone health for everybody 

What is osteoporosis and secondary fracture prevention? 



 

 

Vertebral fractures 

 

A vertebral fracture is a red flag 

 

Vertebral fractures are associated with an eight-fold increase in mortality  

 
 



 

 

 

 

Vertebral fractures significantly diminish people’s quality of life  



 

 

Vertebral fracture identification in 2021 

Vertebral fractures identified incidentally by radiology 
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2019 National Audit of Radiology Services 

Key findings 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
1 Outsourced teleradiologist is a radiologist usually at Consultant level or equivalent but not hospital based i.e. 
working for a teleradiology company remotely often over several hospital sites. 



 

 

Identification of vertebral fractures in Fracture Liaison Services 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The FLS national audit database  
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National and regional variation in FLS identification of vertebral fracture  



 

 

Vertebral fractures: the call to action  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The role of the ROS 



 

 

 

Vertebral fractures: Moving forward  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Appendix 1 

 



 

 

Further analysis: Lows and highs 
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